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tually complete. It has too often been the practice for an author to 
insert allusions to such comparative material as he happened to be fam- 
iliar with, and not to trouble himself to bring together that which was 
less conveniently assembled. An unusually concise method of reference 
allows Dr. Boas to list his comparisons both in brief compass and most 
usable form. Another device which helps is the indication, along the 
margin, of the page on which each episode of each abstracted myth occurs. 

The last part of the volume is a vocabulary which consists of forty 
pages of Kutenai-English stems and grammatical elements, and thirty 
pages of English-Kutenai. While making no pretense at a formal pre- 
sentation of the language, the character of the material in the Kutenai- 
English list is such as to make it clear that it contains most of the 
essentials for a grammar. Of course it need hardly be said the two- 
vocabularies together permit of a quite searching analysis of the texts. 

Altogether this publication sets a standard of masterly workmanship- 
which can only be appreciated on examination. As a model of thorough- 
ness, eflficiency, and utility which cannot fail to be followed or at least 
striven after in future work along similar lines, it is certain to be of the 
utmost importance. 

A. L. Keoeber 

The Diegueno Ceremony of the Death Images. Edward H. Davis. 
(Contributions from the Museum of the American Indian, Heye 
Foundation, vol. v, no. 2, pp. 1-33, pi. 1-5, 1919.) 

Mr. Davis of Mesa Grande, well known for his long and intimate 
association with the Diegueno and adjacent tribes of " Mission Indians,"' 
has given in this paper the closest eye-witness description of what is 
easily the most important single ceremony of the southern half of native 
California, the mourning anniversary in its full fornl, with images repre- 
senting the dead. His story makes more concrete our knowledge of this 
ritual as it is known from the accounts of Waterman and DuBois for the 
Diegueno and Luiseno, Stephen Powers for the Yokuts, and Dixon for 
the Maidu. Several features that characterize the ceremony wherever 
it is practiced in California indicate that it originated in the south and 
has spread northward. The attention bestowed by the Dieguefio on the 
images — there is one for each deceased member of the "clan" holding 
the festival, whereas farther north only prominent people are honored 
with a figure — corroborates this inference. A number of new points are 
established by the author: as, the use of images by the Yuma, and the 
ceremonial recognition in the rite of hereditarily inimical clans — whose 
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part in the usages of the southern Californians more and more appears 
to have been surprisingly large. The Heye Museum is to be congratu- 
lated on obtaining through Mr. Davis a set of images which, inasmuch as 
they were made for an actual ceremony, although in a sense an artificial 
one, have less of the model about them than any in other museums. 

A. L. Kroeber 

The Aztec Ruin. Earl H. Morris. (Anthropological Papers of the 

American Museum of Natural History, vol. xxvi, pt. i, pp. i-io8, 

13 figures, 1919.) 

This is a report on the material culture of the people who built what 
is now known as Aztec ruin in the Animas valley, San Juan drainage, 
northwestern New Mexico. It is based on the splendid series of speci- 
mens recovered in the excavations by the Museum expedition in 1916 
and 1917. The author's writing is to be commended for compactness, 
lucidity, and sense of proportion. Every class of object found is men- 
tioned, but never at undue length, and the significant traits are brought 
out quietly and deftly. The process of manufacture is neatly recon- 
structed so that the description never becomes mechanical. Mr. 
Morris's chronology allows for two periods of black-on-white pottery at 
Aztec, Chaco canyon, and Mesa Verde, plus an earlier pre-Pueblo or 
formative era at Mesa Verde. The latest of these periods of the upper 
San Juan region synchronizes with the first of the five established by 
Kidder and Nelson for the Rio Grande. This gives seven time strata 
for northern New Mexico, Aztec ruin falling into the third, the end of the 
black-on-white age in which the Pueblos were shifting across the con- 
tinental divide from the San Juan to the Rio Grande. 

The edifice itself is only cursorily touched upon, and as excavation 
was resumed in 1918 after the completion of this paper, farther publi- 
cation is to be expected on the subject. 

A. L. Kroeber 

Eine geographische und ethnographische Analyse der tnateriellen Kultur 
zweier Indianers dtntne in El Gran Chaco (Siidamerika) . Erland 
Nordenskiold. Vergleichende ethnographische Forschungen. i. 
Goteborg, 191 8. 

Under this title we have a noteworthy analytic study based upon the 
facts of culture distribution in South America. The author takes as his 
specific problem the analysis of the material cultures of two Gran Chaco 
stocks, the Choroti and the Ashluslay, both of which were visited by him 



